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‘God of grace and new beginnings, 

bless our community as we begin this school year. 
May the Immaculate Heart of Mary guide us, 

and the spirit of Mary MacKillop strengthen us, 
so that all we do gives life to others. 

Amen.’ 
 

Welcome ________________________________________________________________  

A warm welcome to the 2026 school year at Immaculate Heart of Mary. We are delighted to see 
our new Kinder families joining us and to welcome back our staff and returning families. Guided by 
our Catholic values and the spirit of Mary MacKillop, we look forward to a year of learning, growth, 
and joy, where every child is supported to discover their gifts, find their voice, and flourish.  
 
This year is a particularly special one for Immaculate Heart of Mary. On Thursday, our new Early Years 
classrooms opened to our Prep - Grade 2 students and our Performing Arts and Learning Support 
spaces are now buzzing with activity. Already, we can feel the excitement, joy, and positive impact 
throughout our community. 
 
The grand finale of the project is the entrance from McCann Crescent into the heart of our school. In 
the words of Luke, our foreman, the Maveric Team are building their way out! Until this is complete, 
Edge Avenue continues to be our Kiss and Drop zone. 
 
We sincerely thank our staff and the Maveric team for their extraordinary efforts in ensuring the 
school was ready to open last week. Once our project is fully complete, we aim to have a 
“Welcome to the Heart” event for all our families. 
 

Welcome Liturgy _________________________________________________________  

Yesterday, we came together as a faith community for our Welcome Liturgy, giving thanks for new 
beginnings and asking God’s blessing for the year ahead. Guided by the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
and inspired by the spirit of Mary MacKillop, we commissioned our school leaders as they take up 
their roles of service within our community. It was wonderful to have so many families join us for this 
special celebration. 



 

 
 

Congratulations to our 2026 School Leaders: 
 

School Captains Molly Fulton & Billy Smith 

Dillon Captains Dottie Page & Addi Page 

Donohoe Captains Elsie Mesfin & Harry Halloran 

Young Captains Toby Marsh & Abi Balmer 

 
 

Welcome (Parent / Teacher) Conversations ________________________________  

Welcome Conversations will take place in Week 4 of Term 1. These early-year meetings are an 
important opportunity to strengthen our partnership with families and to ensure we are working 
together to support each child’s learning, wellbeing and growth. 
 
All meetings will be held in the Grade 3 and Grade 4 classrooms. Bookings will open on Compass 
next week, and all parents and carers are encouraged to attend. 
 
 
Policies and Procedures __________________________________________________  

As a Catholic school in Tasmania, Immaculate Heart of Mary follows the policies and procedures of 
Catholic Education Tasmania. These guide our daily practice and support a safe, inclusive, and 
respectful learning environment for all students. We encourage parents/carers to familiarise 
themselves with these policies, as we work together in partnership to uphold the well-being, dignity, 
and learning of every child in our care.  



 

 
 

 

 
 

Shrove Tuesday – Pancake Day ___________________________________________  

On Shrove Tuesday, 17 February, our school will celebrate Pancake Day. Pancakes will be served 
to students after first play. We invite students to bring a gold coin donation to support Project 
Compassion, helping people in need around the world. 
 
 

Ash Wednesday Liturgy ___________________________________________________  

Families are warmly invited to join us for our Ash Wednesday Liturgy, which will be held in the school 
hall at 1.40pm. This liturgy marks the beginning of Lent. 
 
 
Project Compassion _________________  

Project Compassion boxes will be sent home with 
students next week. Families are encouraged to 
support this initiative, with boxes to be returned by 
Easter. Thank you for your generosity and ongoing 
support. 
 
 



 

 
 

Nurturing Hearts - Birth to 4 Years Program _________________________________  

Our Nurturing Hearts Program will commence on Friday 27 February in Kindergarten. This is a 
wonderful opportunity to learn with your child and connect with our families. Mrs Brook and Mrs Wall 
can’t wait to see you! 
 
 

Kinder Enrolment _________________________________________________________  

Kindergarten 2027 enrolments are now open and close on the 15 May. 
 
 

Grade 7 Enrolments ______________________________________________________  

As part of the enrolment process for Catholic Secondary Colleges for Grade 7 in 2027, parents are 
asked to submit enrolment applications to their preferred secondary school for Grade 7 by 13 March 
2026. This includes enrolments to Sacred Heart College. To complete this, you must contact the 
school of your preference. We are always happy to support families with enrolment enquiries and 
help you with the application process if needed. 
 
 

Volunteers WWVP Cards _________  

We love volunteers! In order to volunteer, it is 
a requirement that you hold a current 
Working with Vulnerable People card.  Does 
your WWVP card require renewal? 
 

 

Medication at School _________________  

 
 



 
 

 

Focus From the Heart 
Whole School Positive Behaviour Support Framework ________________________  

PBS is an evidence-based, tiered framework 
for supporting students’ behavioural, 
academic, social, emotional, and mental 
health. PBS is proven to improve social 
emotional competence, academic 
success, and school climate when 
implemented in a schoolwide construct. It 
is a way to create positive, predictable, 
equitable and safe learning environments 
where everyone thrives.  
 
Attached for our school community are 
two key documents in this journey. The first 
is our Positive Behaviour Support Matrix, 
which outlines our three key expectations, and the actions that will be taught and demonstrated 
throughout our school. The second is our Behaviour Flowchart, which outlines the processes for 
dealing with behaviour when things don’t go to plan, and how we can best learn from things for 
the future.  
 
This year, we are reviewing our PBS documentation and how it is used in our school. The most 
important component of this is student voice. Over the coming weeks, students across all classes 
will be guided through a feedback process that will form the foundation of the review. We will keep 
the community updated on this process in forthcoming Newsletters. 
 

 

https://www.pbis.org/resource/references-for-the-evidence-base-of-pbis


 

 
 

From Discovery - Outside School Hours Care ________________________________  

‘Dear Immaculate Heart OSHC families, 
 
As we commence our OSHC program for the new 
year 2026, we are pleased to share that we will now 
be operating from the Main Hall again. 
 
We would also like to warmly welcome our new 
OSHC Person in Charge, Tyrone Gibson, to Our 
Centre. We look forward to a wonderful year ahead.’ 
 
 
 

Key Dates _________________________________________________________________  
 
Please see the following school dates from Catholic Education Tasmania. 
 

2026   

Term One Resume (Teaching Staff) Monday 2 February 2026 

Term One Resume (Students) Friday 6 February 2026 

Term One Concludes (Students) Thursday 16 April 2026  

Term One Concludes (Teaching Staff) Friday 17 April 2026 

Term One Student (Non-Attendance Time) Monday 20 April 2026 – Friday 01 May 2026 

Easter (Good Friday) 03 April 2026 

Easter (Easter Monday) 06 April 2026 

Easter (Easter Tuesday) 07 April 2026 

Term Two (Staff and Students Resume) Monday 04 May 2026 

Term Two (Concludes) Friday 10 July 2026 

Term Two Student Non-Attendance Time Monday 13 July 2026 – Monday 27 July 2026 

Term Three Resume (Teaching Staff) Monday 27 July 2026 

Term Three Resume (Students) Tuesday 28 July 2026 

Term Three Concludes Friday 02 October 2026 

Term Three Student Non-Attendance Time Monday 05 October 2026 – Friday 16 October 2026  

Term Four Resume (Students and Teaching Staff) Monday 19 October 2026 

Student Free Day Friday 23 October 2026 

Year 10 Students Conclude Friday 11 December 2026 

Students Conclude Thursday 17 December 2026* 

Teaching Staff Conclude Friday 18 December 2026* 
 

 



 
 

 

Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic School is located in Nipaluna on the Traditional Lands of the 
Muwinina people of the South East Nation who lived with and cared for this Land for many generations. 
 
We acknowledge and pay our respects to the Palawa people, and the deep connection they have to 
Country and Culture. We acknowledge and pay our respects to the Tasmanian Aboriginal Community 
and to Elders past and present. 
 
We are committed to learning as a part of this community, and to supporting the continued sharing of 
knowledge and culture. 
 

Calendar of Events ________________________________________________________  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thu 12 Feb Canteen Day 

Fri 12 Feb Canteen Day 

Tue 17 Feb Shrove Tuesday Pancakes 

Tue 17 Feb Uniform Shop open 2.30pm – 4.00pm 

Wed 18 Feb Ash Wednesday Liturgy 1.40pm (Hall) 

Wed 18 Feb Canteen Day 

Thu 18 Feb Canteen Day 

Fri 19 Feb Canteen Day 

Tue 24 Feb Assembly 1.40pm 

Tue 24 Feb Welcome Conversations 

Tue 24 Feb Uniform Shop open 2.30pm – 4.00pm 

Wed 25 Feb Canteen Day 

Fri 27 Feb Nurturing Hearts 9.00am – 10.30am 


